
NATURE STUDIES IX PARK

How City Gives School Chxldrc
Lessons in Trees and Flowers.

Those prartical minded persons who hav
wondered what the city could gain from 11
expenditures for boL.nical gardens would lear
.much from the visits of publie school childre
to the New-York liotanical Gardens, ln Tr
Bronx. For instance, laat apring all the chl
dren in the latter half of the fourth grade 1
the publie at-hoob. of The Bronx were taken 1
the park on three difTerrnt days to study natui
at hrst hand. ln all more than 2.300 childrc

.d the benefit of a course of talks by
corps of botanists.
Thore were three leotures. given in turn l

Ht. N. I* Britton, the direclor of tne gardei
Pr. Marshall A. Howe, assistant curator, ar

tSamawt V Nash. head gaxdcn.r, the rabjac-l
-*-**_ Planta." a of Plant)

Ka' h lectui
was _ri\t-ti thr, t* t-anea u <rtly eight hundrc

oaainodated in the lectui
::.:.. The _ectl____0 w« 1

lllust-r.*'*-! with ftni j lantern slide
ot which had l*_n prepared for ther

______r t: talk. wi.ii h iasted forty-fi\e minute
i4od ir.it. rwatpanlrn of fro:

Theae groupa were sent oi

I iBtervala t.f five minuta
ert OOI

i'ne groups we

J from ptit:t to i..'.nt v. here living ihu

t was a. Aemooatrator fro
the gaidm staff to auppli_mnt what had be.

..... The sul.jeets ci.
v.ork of the grai

I
W- ¦!. :.. tfae main the childrc-n asked InteU

I !iro'_.

ra The visit

m, as lt was thought to be
*... hut. j'_dgir._-

to be
:ld waa heard to

tl
where I can get son

v a r"''

A "LIVING ILLUSTRATION."
The chiidren gathered around a demonstrator who is dcscribing a plant.

One of the demonstrators learned that an 1
¦_.-_ lcw.k d aa r.ot always mean that a ch
--.--red -a hat one i__ sayir.g. The first le.

*ur. was on ' _*. edh-.._ Plants." A-fter seei
some specimens of seaweeds taken from a cz

ln the museum, the first group Avas led alo
the walk to a bold ledge of rocks on whi
mosses. another kind of seedl^ss plants. w«

growing. In fror.t of the rock was the dei
onstrator awaiting the chiidren. Before h
was a baonrel on which was a board. A numl
of kinds of moss were ¦llanBajml on the boa:
Tbe ______-_-_-___-» told about the etifferent kin
of moss on the neighbor. .nd the rocl

he turned to one small girl and :_sk
what was growing on or,« of
"Seaweed." she promptly replied.
It so happened that in a lat.-r lectnre tl

aame dcmonstrator was assigned to m.ik°- t
chiidren axrquainted with a certain elump
trees.
"Car. any one tell me what this toT" he ask

of the first party *-_____* came to him, pointi
aa he spoke toward a ______ A small girl thei

Upon piped up:
"J_0_L"
Th»- impressi m whieh the Intuma and dei

onstratorF made on the chiidren was evitienl
greaL One of Dr. B___t__l** staff was v.a'ki

along in H wtrl of The Bronx one ds
his hand was seized by a sm

ti over to a wall, crying
"There, s.-* there are some lic-hens."
One hor -t now growing in the pa

had ar. exciting time on the afternoon of Arh

Day. wwea one of the I_etur_s was given. F
a short tfme it did not know "where it was al

Ten mii.utes before the lecture was to beg
Dr. Brftton"* attention was called to the fa
Iha: it v.._s Arbor Day.
"We ought to plant a tree." he said. and h

mediately a tree was ordered- It waa dn
plant ed when the first party came to the spi

then it ______led to Dr. Britton that t

I ught to see a tree planted ah

__<xord.ngly, he ordered the horse ch(__.tn

L1STENING TO A TALK ON PLANT LIFE IN THE BRONX BOTANICAL MUSEUI

which had Just been planted taken up agai
The poor tree that afternoon was solemnly s
in the ground twelve times, only to be torn t

ruthlessly again within two or three minutes
crder to be ready to play its part before tl
next group. The tree survived. however, and
now growing lustiiy.
The practical results of the visit to the pai

proved to be so vaiuable that the lectures w
be given again this fall to about five thousai
children of the second half of the fourth at
flfth years. The lectures were arranged by E

Rritton and A. T. Schauffler, suporint.-ndent
the public schools of District No. _._. in Tl
Bronx.

BIRDS THAT RARELY SIXG.
The venerable Susan B. Anthony. at ih" Ns

tional SufTrage Association's convention in Por
land, Ore_, Inslated on the value of special educ-
tion and special training.

"Tt is us. less." she said, "to attempt t
or to elevatf businessr-s or customs that we hai
not thoroughly studied. When, in itr
try to set right and to help the worid, we i
more harm than good. We make (
selves.

"Indeed, w* are ther: like a 1 ittl*- _rirl whom
knew when I was editti-g The Revoiation,' Tt
child went with her teacher on,-* after-
visit the county prteon. She became ir:
in a convict who was knitting stockings, ar

Ktopl-ed to talk with the man.
" 'Dc yr.u Snd it duD here, sir0' she said.
" Indeed I d >. miss.' the convict answered.
" 'Still,' said the child, 'the singing of the blrc

helps to relieve the monctony. doesn't itT

"'Slnglng of the blrdsT said the ronvlc-t, in
puzzled volce.

¦ Tes," eaid the HtUe girL
¦ "What birdsr asked the man.
"The well meaning but ignorant chilri, wlth

helpful smile, replied:
" The little jail birds. They must be a gre

comfort to you.'"

THE SUMMER BOARDER.

Depends on the Individual How Jo\
of Country Life Are Taken.

The exodus from the city to the country ai
to the seashore reaches high tide in August, a:
the summer boarder and "summer people"
general are abroad ln the land. They are pu
ting a great deal of money into circulation
the rural and seashore districts. and yet th
are not regarded as an unmixed blessing in sor
localities. Indeed, the writer has heard the
characterized as -th. m summer trash" by
least one scornful old woman. who ad led th
she dreaded to see them and the:r "dratt'
auttymobiles" inradlng tho neigbborb

:: she li\'es. She was generous en<
admit that some of th m were not "so bad," ui

Buramed up the whole matter by add
"It depends altogether on who you git."

can readily understand that the summ
boardei b a -. ity for being "pleasant." his wl
ingness to ada] .' to his environmi
without being "fussy," and his regard for cou

tesy ate all to be considered when summing i
his desirability as a boarder. The old wom;
was right. lt does depend on whom you "gi
if the rural boarding house ke iper ia t dert1
any pieasure ln keeping summer boardera
"There's a turrihle lot >>' difTrenee in

boarders," said this rural orael .. "lf some
them ever bad any manners they leave them
home when they come to the country. It ri!
me so to hear *. 'rythii
they see and hear in the country, an' the best y<

them ain't noways good enough n

up to what they are 'accustomed to" in their ou
home?. An' then: that has th.- leasl it- thi
homes are the ones that put on the most wh<
they come to the country, an' some o' thi

gel 'accustoim 1 to g
ithout' ir. ¦: mtry are thing

had in their own home.-. i kriow that n
folks had a coupie boardin' with them last sun

an' they fuzsed all the time because the
wa'n't any "bawth" in the houae, an' both
them t.ilk".! about how much I i the
"morning plunge,' an* they didn't s- ..

arth us country folks ever got along withoi
a 'bawth tub.' an' we haj.; n 1 out afte
ward that they lived in three little tucked i
rooms in the city an" that they didn't have ar
'bawth' of their own, an' they must have tak.

IN A HURRY TO REACH THE N-EXT D EMON3TRATOR.

-heir *moTnlng pltmge' In a wash bowl or a com¬
mon trn washpan, for all I know. It*s Just aa
I say; them that puts on the most airs ln the
country has the least ln their own homes."
The charge that the summer boarder some-

tlmes leaves hls "manner**. at home when he
goes to the country ls not altoge_her amfknmded.
EveryUiing becomes an object of ridlcule to a
certain class cf "summer people" and the "swe-tt
flower of courtesy" seems never to bloom in
the garden of their hearta They "make fun"
so indiscriminately and with so llttle tact ani
so little regard for the feelings of others thtt
they deserve to be charged with havlng "no man¬
ners at all." P'vory old person they see becomea
a "character" or a "queer ohl party" in th. ir
estimation, and the most ordinary occurren-ra
becomea awfully funny" to them.
"Then there are others.** said the old

who was sitting in judgment on the .
boarder. "who are just as nice and pleas i
they can be. They don't expect to find *1
an' Onger bowla an' meals served in half a ioz-^-i
courses in the ord'nary farmhouse, an" they don't

that it is posaible for a country bre
son to have just as mu.h feeiin' an'

as a city I *-uri ,,.
your friends an* neighbors, noi
¦r' your tbnm, nor on your walls, nor of

.-¦..
.- ia the ".: son.,

of ''-tt. even ain"t almv.* makin" their own beds.
I."

The summer boarder who ls 1 ,Io pm
may brlng ,-~ [nto ih*

QS and W aves a

those who recelve them lnto their homes. One
r*s wife. living far up among the Ver¬

mont hills and rarely seelng beyond thf-m, wblie
:al city like Boston, or even Sprtagfiel.t,

was an unknown world to her volced a s.-nt'.-
ment not uncommoi. to farmers- wive? whee she
said: "Mj summer ring to me ih-r

world io which I cannot ga Th.-y brin.--
a h;,i into my life, and I am alwaya
glad when they when th

y add much to my houa rhold
duties. They leave magazines and :

ehin them, and then our
rural poslman brings me a package *.' fresh

-¦ from them to show that
th. y k p me in i n a while a
letter tbyw

.rfi-
n blle they w< re witb m<

This summer boardi rs v:- re manl-
.f the kind that wer- "not so bad," ani

their "manners" mustI coun¬
try witb them.
The city dweller actually accturtomed to bath-

:' bowls a Kin at
ea h '¦' ^r. al an l

antry en,

txurica
.J furmh

whicb be has no right to *>¦ _*- _.>

a here. Th rea is glad
to pul .: th.- con

city life, and his two or three ur four weeks on
the hilia or in some fair green vall.-y are .i

more to him than all the rest of the j *

clear streams or lakes af:

joyable bath than the most luzurioua
room can give him, and the nir of the r. al
try is not to be duplicated in the most generous
expanse of city park. The hill towna of New-
England, the aeashore resorts, the
botels, the farmhouses all over thi
bow the me. ca of tl r boarder.
summer vacation ia now one of the wise p ,.-

for all, and the summer boarder is h_v-
ir:rr an all too tleeUng experience of the Joya of
eouatry life-.


